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2 __ 7 
S. Matt. XI. Verſe the laſt. 
yoke is eaſie, and my burden light. 


IS certainly one of the greateſt Excel- 
lencies of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, that 

it does not only propoſe for its End 
Happineſs and Eternity, but likewiſe 

t the Means it injoins conducive to this End, 
try along with them their own reward, unite - 
th the End in making one continued Scene and 
te of Happineſs, and give to every ſincere and 
pright perſon in the uſe of them, the greateſt 
ace, moſt conſummate pleaſure and inexpreſſi- 
& ſatisfaction. For if we ſeriouſly reflect, that 
ule we are doing our duty to our Maker, we at 
e ſame time promote not only our greateſt In- 
elt, but likewiſe the moſt refined Pleaſures our 
Mtures"are capable of; If we reflect that while 
A we 


2 A Diſcourſe deliver'd in the Pariſh Church 
we are ſerving our God we ſerve ourSelyes; If 
we conſider that there is this great advan 
when we Pray to him, that all our fins ſhall be 
done away; If we conſider that while we offer u 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings a ſacrifice well ple 
ing acceptable to God, there ariſes a pious [oy 
and peace of mind which paſſes all Underſtand 
ing: and that we do (as an ingenious Writer exprel- 
ſes it) -injoy the Perfume of our own Incenſe, 
If we conſider , that while we ſquare our lie 
according to the rule given us by our Saviour, al 
our actions glide eaſie, peaceable and ſmooth, 
without the leaſt ruffle and. diſcompolure ; If lat- 
ly we reflect, that Chriſtianity has the promiſe o 
all the good things and ſublimated Pleaſures o 
this Life annex d to it, and Heaven in reyerfion: 
Upon theſe conſiderations we are forced to a 
knowledge, that there are the ſtrongeſt Motive 
to imbrace Virtue and Religion: we ate contra 
ed to grant, that the Chriſtian Religion is an cal 
agreeable, good natured Inſtitution, that its va 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all it's paths are peac 
and that even in the very Obſervation and Kee! 
Ing of it's precepts there is great reward. 
Which one confideration alone, abſtracting frot 
all the other Advantages of Chriſtianity cam 
force and ſtrength ſufficient with it, to hari 
more than ordinary influence on the Life u 
Actions of any rational Being. 

In the common courſe of Life, that which mat 
men reſolve. and ſet about any matter, is 2 
Belief that the End they aim at is poſſible to be 
tained; and that of all the Objects of their cho 
which is ſooneſt and moſt eagerly purfued 1 
imbraced, is, what leaſt claſhes with choſe p# 


— 
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ons and deſires which Nature has implanted in us, 
which does not offer it ſelf to us under the appear- 
ance of being rugged, grating, and uneaſie to fleſh 
and blood, or any way deſtructive of, and leſſen- 
ing our preſent happineſs and Injoyments. What- 
ever comes thus recommended needs no other foil 
or Advantage to ſet it of, or procure our eſteem ; 
Mens inclinations immediately cloſe in with it; 
and they are perſwaded, that what is ſo pleaſing 
and agreeable maſt in ſome degree render them 
happy ; Happineſs and Pleaſure being conſtant 
Companions, and alway found together. Anger, 
Malice, Revenge, and the like paſſions and mo- 
tives may ſometimes put men upon dangerous as 
well as unlawful Enterprizes ; But after all, if we 
ſeriouſly take a view of the ſprings of our actions 
which are within us; if we reflect what tis from 
without , that ſooneſt works upon us, we ſhall 
hind Pleaſure to be the leading Paſſion in human 
nature; and among all the Laws by which we 
ought to govern our actions, whether divine or 
luman, natural, revealed or poſitive, we ſhall find 
noſe Precepts beſt obeyed ; thoſe Rules of duty 
elt kept and obſerved, which are eaſie and li 
o Mankind. * 25 

Accordingly our Saviour who throughly under- 
dood our nature, and perfectly knew what was in 
Man, who was acquainted with what would ſoon- 
lt prevail upon us, applyes himſelf in my Text 
this Paſſion, and makes uſe of the Eaſineſe of 
he Obſervation of the Chriſtian Law, as one of 
he ſtrongeſt Moti ves why men ſhould imbrace it. 
ada the 27th Verſe of this Chapter, having made 
Von how that the Father loved the Son and 
i given all power to him, that the Keys of 

| r death 
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death and Hell, and all things relating to Salvation, W( 
were committed to him, that the Scribes and Pha. MI 
riſees and moſt learned Doctors of the Law (who Ma 
laid Burdens grievous to be born on men) knew WM} 
not his Fathers Will as to the Diſpenſation of the Mir 
_ Goſpel: having ſhown this his Power, Wiſdom, and Wi 
mediatorial Office, he concludes with a kind and Noe 
indearing invitation to all thoſe who were weary MWro 
and heavy laden, with a ſenſe of their ſins, and a diſ. Nel 
quiet ariſing from the guilt of them; to thoſe Wir 
who were under the- Burden of 2 Law; Nh 
to thoſe who were in trouble and affliction ( For Wpz: 
in theſe ſeveral ſenſes * the oi ie x, mou Nel. 
ye are explained by the beſt Commentators ) de- Were: 
firing them to come unto or believe on him, who We | 
could alone ſet them free from all trouble anddi- Wv/ 
ſtreſs, and beſtow upon them that peace of Soul 
and Reſt which all pious Perſons enjoy here in this {Wvec 
life, and that Eternal Reſt which remains for the io 
People of God hereafter : Come unto me all ye tha dit 
labour and are heavy laden and I will give you Ret. re. 
And in the next Verſe he exhorts them to take hi 
Yoke upon them and to learn of him, to copy 
after that correct Pattern which he had ſet them,gory 
though he very well knew, that when all wat lai 
done, they would till fall ſhort, and want those: 
— Strokes, which were in the divine Orig. Not fc 
nal. mit! 

When he had made this invitation, leſt menjſele, 
ſhould be awed into too great a diſtance by the elig 
conſideration of his Majeſty, his Power, and Il * 
TH. 4 


— 
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zus mms dci genen, ei di Ait, el on der fi-. D. Cha. in a The 
cum. | * 
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Greatneſs; or be terrified with the thoughts of his 
Laws and e carrying too much ſeverity 
d ſtrictneſs along with them; leſt the Yoke which 
he propoſed ſhould be thought ſo far from giv- 
ing Reſt to mens Souls as by its weight and un- 
ſaitableneſs to our Natures, to prove galling and 
ſexatious, to ſtop us in our race, to depreſs and 
zobmen of the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of life ; 
et they ſhould frame ſuch wrong conceptions of 
im and his Doctrine, he lets them know that he 
ho was their Example, their Saviour, their God, 
vas humble, meek, and lowly, and that all thoſe 
ho were alike qualified with himſelf, had the 
reateſt ſhare in his love and affections; Learn of 


ho We for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find 
di- Bf unto your Souls, And then he ſubjoines the moſt 
ul Wogzaging and powerful Incitement to Chriſtian 
his Ipbeclence, ſuch as could not but warm the affe- 
be tons, and inflame the heart of the moſt cold and 
hat Wodifferent perſon, ſuch as exactly ſuited and was 
ef, rreable to the temper and inclinations of Man- 


ind; namely, that the way to happineſs was by 
im made ſo ſmooth and plain, and. the higheſt 
dory not only placed by him, within the reach 
If labour and induſtry, but that any man who 
as. not extremely wanting to himſelf, who was 
ot fond of Ruin and Miſery, and in love with Ca- 
mity and Deſtruction, might with exceeding 
ec, ſoy, and Pleaſure, perſevere in a courſe of 
Xeligion, till arrived to the greateſt Perfection, 
ad his labours were crowned with Reſt and Im- 

_— „ for my Yoke it eaſie and my Burden ir 


The word xen which is here render d eaſie, is 
moſt Interpreters taken in a much more "_ 
and - 
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e * as * fignifie, Suave, 
mo landum, acile, lene, benignum, & pratig 
and accordingly the Reverend, Dr 3 
fault with the common Tranſlation of the Epithel 
Nong, as being imperfectly render d, it not on 
ſignifying eaſie, but in the beſt: Greek Author, | 
denotes benign, pleaſant, good, profitable, and gu 
cious. And in the Scriptures of the Old and N 
Teſtament it has the ſame Meaning; Thus int} 
34th Pſal. and the 8th Verſe, where the Origin 
ſignifies good or gracious, the Septuagint render 
en x81555 6 xveacs, and the vulgar Latin, Quod ſuan 
fit Dominus, O Taſte and ſee that the Lord is grad 
ous. And in the New Teſtament St Peter and St; 
uſe it in the ſame ſenſe; the former ſaying yl 
6 Obs, the Lord is bountiful, and the latter in bl 
ſecond chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, hast! 
7 N T& Oe the bounty, or as tis commonly re 
der d, the Goodneſs of God. So that tis the {a 
as if our Saviour had ſaid, The Yoke which 1 
upon my Diſciples is not that rigorous Oblery 
tion of the Law, ſo much preſs d by the Phariſe 
but the Submiſſion. and Obedience to be paid 
my Government, the obſervation of the me 
Law, and the Spiritual worſhip which the Golp 
requires in the room of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 
moſt gracious, good, and pleaſant ; the moſt ea 
profitable rule of Life which could be given 
b O I Cuyis ws puns: ] Vetus, Jugum enim meum ſuare Put 
nec recte ſaciunt qui corrigunt. Sunt enim mandata Chriſti non 0 
eoagrexne, fed etiam ia, reis mais, ſc. & rei CL, & diftio if 
cum Latino ſuavis, belle congruit. Sap. 8. v. 1. Alaris 0 255 
eic nia MU ον os, E dent . m v, i. e. ut ſæpiſſime cata 
locus, ab omninm ætatum præſtantiſſimis Theologis : & diſponit om 
Snaviter. Gloſſarium vetus: Suaves xansùs, Suaves xpurol, Suan . 


is, Suaviter vgsds. Lexicon Graco-Lat. Vetus xparis ſrugalis, 3 
utilis, jucundus. Bout. | | 
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nen; and as we acknowledge in our common, 
mil, and excellent Form of Prayer, a perfect 
Freedom. Forts #1 4 Er 


From the words thus explained, l ſhall in my fol- 
owing Diſcourſe conſider, | | 


Firſt, Why the Chriſtian Religion, or the Pre- 
pts and doctrine, deliver d by our Saviour to 
mankind, are {aid to be a Yoke and Burden. 

= $::ondly, The Reaſons why the Yoke of Chriſt, 
"WW: the Duties and Precepts injoined in the Goſpel 
nd Chriſtian diſpenſation, are eaſie if conſider d 
nply and in themſelves, or comparatively, and 
celation to all the other Religions, that have 

ppear d in the world. | 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall Evince, That the Burden of 
hriſt is alſo light, by removing ſome Objections 
hich are uſually made againſt the living up to 
e Rules of Chriſtianity, againſt the taking up the 
- of Chriſt, or walking ſo as becomes the Go- 
Fourthly, I ſhalt conclude with a brief Reflection, 
om the Confideration of the Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
ompany ing our Obedience, and walking thus 
orthy of God, nod Fu | 


Firſt, The Precepts and Government of our Sa- 
our, that Faith by which we ought to walk, and 
© Spiritual Worſhip we ought to pay, are ſaid 
be a Yoke, becauſe ſubſtituted . in the room of 
e Mofaic inftitution, which was acknowledged 
be ſuch by thoſe under either eee. 
us in the 15th chap. of the Acts of the Apo- 
es, in the diſpute between Paul, Barnabas, and 

; - St P eter. 3 | 
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St Peter, with © Cermnthus and ſome others why 
came down from Fudea, and taught that Circun. + 
ciſion and the obſervation of the Ceremonial L 
were neceſſary to Salvation, and that Chriſt by 
his death and inſtitution of the Sacrament of Baz © 
tiſm, as ſimply neceſſary to ſalvation, did not 25 
quire a perfect freedom from Circumciſion in the 
Chriſtian Church; St Peter there urges againſt th 
impoſing of the Law; that their Fathers wer 
ſaved, and they themſelves could be juftifyed, on 
ly by the Grace of the Meſſiah, and that there 
fore to command Circumciſion and the obſery 
tion of the Law, was to tempt God, and to pu 
fuch a Yoke upon the neck of the Diſciples, 
neither they nor their Fathers were able to ben 
And St Paul reaſoning on the ſame ſubject in b 
Epiftle to the Galatians, delivers his opinion 
greeable to this Decree of the Council of the Apt 
ſtles, and ſays, That till to adhere to and reli 
ouſly obſerve the Ceremonial Law, as neceſſatyt 
Juſtification, was in reality to diſclaim and der 
the Sufficiency of Chriſt's Satisfaction; For I 

unto you, that i ye be circumciſed Chriſt ſhall an 

you nothing, ftand faſt therefore in the liberty im 
with Chriſt hath made you free, and be not intaml 
again, with the yoke of Foy In which, and ot 
places of Scripture, the Jewiſh Law is called wi 
the greateſt reaſon, a Yoke ; becauſe of the nu 
ber and variety of the Ceremonies ; the difficult 
with which they were perform d; the expence 
all the on of the worſhip ; and after all, i 


weaknels, their inſufficiency, their unprofitablend 
not being able to render the performers pert 


— 


—— 


c Cerinhus cum ſuis Bex. 


Of Hartlebury in Worceſter-ſhire. »y 
4; to the Conſcience, or reconcile any one to an 
offended God ; being only a {ſhadow of good things 
to come; a faint and obſcure reſemblance and 
Type of that compleat and perfect Sacrifice, of 
that victorious Conqueror, who ſhould pur all 
things in Subjection under him, of that glorious 
dun of Righteouſneſs, at whoſe Riſe and Bright- 
neſs, all thoſe Shadows and lefler Lights, were to 
diſappear and vaniſh — ' © 

Another reaſon why the Chriſtian Law may 
be aid to be a Yoke and Burden, by our Saviour; 
s, becauſe as a Prophet and King, he deliver d 
uch a Doctrine from Heaven, as fills the minds of 
l ſenſual Perſons with Regret, with Fear, and 
Inguiſh ; and threatens Eternal Damnation to all 
hoſe, who perſevere in a Courſe of Sin and Im- 
ety, And thus their Predictions of impending 
udements on any Place or Nation, are by the 
of ophets tiled * Burdens , not only with reſpect 
d the Sorrow which they felt in themſelves, but 
kewiſe in relation to the Meſſage which they de- 
fer d from Heaven. But that which our Sa- 
our here underſtands by theſe two Terms,“ a 
oke, and Burden, is, by the former, the Pre- 
pts and Rules of the Goſpel: and by the lat- 
, the taking up of his Croſs: by the one, an Ac- 
owledgment of his Dominion, a ſincere Perfor- 
nce of his Service, a ſteady, unſhaken Faith, 
d an uniform Obedience: by the other, a rea- 
Submiſſion to his Will in the moſt difficult and 
eyen Ways of Life, a patient Poſſeſſion of our 
iss under all the Affronts, Indignities, and Af- 


xo. Prophetia triſtis. Gra. b Imperium, Evangelium, man - 
, Cy . Sac. 0 ; 
B fictions, 
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flictions, which can be offer d or befall Mankind 
upon account of the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian g 
Religion. Both theſe and all the other Parts of 
our Duty, whether they relate to God, our Neigh. 


bour, or our Selves, are here ſaid by our Savioy b 
to be ſo far from diſſatisfying, in the Execution 0 
or Event, as that to every willing mind, they an 
Eaſie and Light. 1 

Eaſie, Becauſe they Preſcribe, and mark out toffffly 


us a Way of Life, every way agreeable to Reaſon 
ſet free from the Bondage of unlawful Paſſion 
and Deſires ; neither can any thing add Weight 
it, and render it heavy, but the Corruption whid 
ariſes from the Depravation of Human Nature 
to correct and change which, to exalt our Nature 
to the higheſt Pitch of Purity, Holyneſs, and Per 
fection; to raiſe them from the human to t 
divine, and to make us as Gods, being the pri 
cipal End and Deſign of Religion. 
Eaſie, when once we have Accuſtomed our ſelye 
to a religious Courſe of Life, however like o 
Cloaths, it may ſeem ſtraight and cloſe, at thet 
putting on. 

Eaſie, as we have the divine Aſſiſtance, andd 
not the Service required of us in our Strengtl 
God writes his Laws in our Hearts, works in! 
to will and to do, and purges and takes care i 
thoſe Branches which are in a flouriſhing Sta 
that they may bring forth more Fruit, 

Eaſie, as the divine Love conſtrains us to UV 
dience ; as God is graciouſly pleaſed to accept 
our Sincerity, inſtead of keeping the whole Lax. 

Infinitely more Eaſie, than the Servitude 
Drudgery, the Tyranny, the Slavery, and Opp 
ſion of Sin and Vice; than the being taken © 
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„tre by our Spiritual Enemies, and brought into 
dubjection, to the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. 
Laſtly, Eaſie, by Reaſon of the inviting Pro- 
ſpect of a Crown of Righteouſneſs promiſed, and 
Lid up for thoſe, who finiſh their Courſe as they 
mph, and keep the Faith; by reaſon of our Sa- 
rioar's annexing to Sufferings which are but for a 
Moment, the Reward of an exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. 
But not to inlarge diſtinctly on each of theſe ; 
i Truth of the ſecond Particular 1 propoſed, 
hich was to ſhow, That the Duties of Chriftia- 
ty are Eaſie and light; will Sufficiently appear, 
om an Inquiry into the following Propoſitions. 
Firſt, Becauſe whatever we are commanded to 
elie ve or Practice, in reſpect of being Chriſtians ; 
eare obliged to Believe and Perform, in confide- 
tion that we are Men. 
Scondly, Becauſe the Cardinal Duties injoined us 
the Chriſtian Law, relating to God or Man, car- 
nothing of Difficulty and Uneafineſs along 
ith them, but give a rational Pleaſure, Subſtan- 
Wi [oy, and Satisfaction. 
Ihrdly, Becauſe, if we make a Compariſon be- 
een the Precepts of our Saviour and other Law- 
rers, we ſhall find that the Goſpel, as of greater 
orth , Excellency, and Perfection, ſo the Pra- 
ce of the Duties required in it, are more Eaſie, 
ore Pleaſant,and more Delightful, 
Firſt, whatever we are commanded to Believe or 
o in reſpect that we are Chriſtians; we are ob- 
ed to Believe and Perform in Conſideration that 
tare Men, For Chriftianity in all its Parts, is 
OP eaſonable Service, and every way ſuited to our 
n "ure; not in any one of its Precepts indeayour- 
B 2 ing 


12 ÞA Diſcourſe deliver d in the Pariſh hurch 
ing to fix anew Stamp and Impreſſion upon it, but Mo! 
only to render that Divine Image, received at the Mr 


Creation, more bright and viſible; and by preſſig {WR 
the Imitation, and Obſervation of the Rules del g 
ver d by the Second, wiping off all thoſe ſpots I u 
and ſtains, and repairing the breaches made in our Min 
nature, by the Tranſgreſſion of the Firſt Adan, il 
If indeed with reſpect to the Objects of our Faith, N 
men will deny, that whatever could not be diſco- Ini 
ver d by the force of Reaſon without the Aff. MW! 
ſtance of Revelation, is rational; though not in 
the leaſt contradictory to Reaſon ; and though {Wi 
grounded upon Gods Veracity, and conſequently vi 
moſt Reaſonable to be believed, becauſe without V. 
That, Reaſon it ſelf would be flutuating and He 
doubting : If they will turn ſuch Advocates for ct! 
Reaſon, as to place it above the Doctrines of Chi- | 
ſtianity, when the Wiſdom of God has had ſuch rp 
a peculiar Regard to our nature, as to ſubmit then ¶ or 
to Reaſon; then the difference is of their own Wc 
making, and not in the Nature of the Thing Mi: 
themſelves. And if in relation to Practice, men the 
will aſcribe that Diſreliſn they find in themſelves Co 


of the Will of God, to the Precepts of the Goſpeb MW" © 
when tis owing to their own * vitiated Judg: 
ment and perverted Will; If men will thus cot 
found the Reaſon of things, and underftand by N 
ture the Corruptions of Nature, then it muſt be 
acknowledged that the Chriſtian Law, is a fit 
Contradiction to Humanity; and that the Dit 
ions we receive from Nature and from the G0 
ſpel, lead to Ends that are widely different, aud 


— 


_ — 


a When Men are ſunk in ſenſuality, their Reaſon becomes oli 
rriſs Alete. See like wile Vik. Nas. Rel. p. 36. 
oppoli 
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oppoſite to each other. For the Marks and Bound- 
ayes which the Goſpel ſets us, in running the 
Race of our Duty, oppoſe and exclude all Un- 
godlineſs, and whatever tends to Debaſe nature, 
taken in it's true Notion : It is every where thwart» 
ing to the Senfitive Appetite , limits and checks 
al its Natural Inclinations; every where re- 


| commends as Ornaments, that Meekneſs and Hu- 
+ nility ſo conſpicuous in its bleſſed Author; every 
7. Where condemns the pride, which makes men apt 
in Wo ſwell with an high Opinion of their own Worth 
ob {od Merit; governs and keeps down thoſe other- 
ly viſe raging and boiſterous Paſſions of Anger, 
Wrath, and Malice, which often boil to ſo great a 


Height, without any Fewel, juſt Cauſe, or Provo- 
cation, 
But then ſhould we take Nature, not in this cor- 
rupted Senſe, for the Vices, for the Shame, and 
for the Reproach of Nature, but as freed from all 
vicious Habits and Prepoſſeſſions of Judgment ; or 
being overborn by Temptations; and then all that 
the Goſpel delivers, all divine Truths, moral 
Good, and moral Evil, may with Safety, nay ought 
to be ſubjected to our Inquiry and Underſtand- 
ings; that we may proceed, believe, and act upon 
national Grounds, and be able alway to give a Kea- 
m to every one that art us, of the Hope that u in us. 
They ought to be ſubjected to our Inquiry, that 
ve may not confound thoſe Things of God, which 
are Manifeſt and clearly ſeen, with thoſe which 
ae Unſearchable and paſt finding out. In ſhort, 
They muſt be ſubmitted to our Inquiry, That we 
My know and perceive, That what Chriſtianity 
commands us to Aſſent to, or put in Practice, is ap- 
Moyed of by the Light of Nature; and that _ 
Evi 
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Evil the Goſpel condemns, is cenſured by Right 
| Reaſon. 

Are we obliged as Chriftians, To believe the 
Exiſtence of a God, and his Attributes, that he i; 
a Being of infinite Power, incomprehenſible WiC. 
dom, Omnipreſent, and under a Neceſſity of be. 
ing Eternally happy? As Men, we are certain of 
our own Exiſtence, that we could not give our 
ſelves a real Being, when firſt we were not, and 
that if we go back in the Chain of Cauſes, Res. 
ſon will lead us to this certain 'Truth, That we 
ought to ſtop at a Being, which received not its 
Beginning from another ; but 1s Boundleſs, Self 
exiſtent, and from all Eternity; The inviſible Thing! 
of God from the Creation of the World, being clearly 
ſeen and underſtood, from the Things that are madt. 

Are we as Chriſtians obliged to believe, thatour 
Souls are Immaterial and Immortal, and that we 
ſhould not fear thoſe, who are not able to deſtroy 
the Soul? As Men, we are certain from the Idea 
we have of Thinking; from the Principle of mo- 
tion which we find within us; and from the Com 
fideration that Mere Matter, though the Parts," * 
were never ſo minute or rarifyed, their motion 
never ſo violent, or whatever way Determined 1 
and inflamed, could never Kindle up into Thought," 
That our Souls are Immaterial Subſtances, & cou 
ſequently Immortal. 4 


ä — v— 


a Non Animam totam perparvis eſie neceſſe t 


Seminibus, — 
uatinus omnis ubi e toto jam corpore ceſiit 
2 Nec defit — him: 
Quod genus eft Bacchi cum flos evanuit, aut cum | 
Spiritus Unguenti ſuavis difſugit in auras. | a 7 
Lucret. Lib. 3. I. 223. Edit. Creech. q 


Should 
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Should we, from theſe Principles of Natural Re- 
gion, which, though required as a Part of the 
Goſpel, are Immutable, and the ſame under eve- 
ry Diſpenſation, pals to the Principles of the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt ; ſuch as a Belief that Jeſus is the 
Meſſiah, Repentance from dead Works, Faith to- 
wards God, Reſurrection of the dead, and eter- 
ral Judgment: ſhould we examine the ſeveral Do- 
ctrines deliver d by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
we ſhould find that Theſe, and all the Duties of 
Human Life, might be clearly Demonſtrated to 
be agreeable to Reaſon *; and that not to give our 


. Aſſent to them, and Practiſe accordingly, we muſt 
„oo Violence to our Mind and Nature. For the ſame 


God which deliver d the Goſpel to Mankind, gave 
them likewiſe Reaſon ; and therefore the Goſpel 
could be no other, than what Reaſon ſhould Di- 
Qate, unleſs we can be ſo ſtupid as to Think, 
That a Reaſonable Creature as Man is, ſhould have 
an Unreaſonable Law given him, to Walk by. 
This that great * Maſter of Reaſon, the Author of 
the Reaſonableneſs of C hriſtianity grants; who though 
in many Places, he omits ſome Fundamental 
on Truths; and delivers Others, quite contrary to 
gel bund Doctrine; yet in other Places again he Af- 
firms, that tis no Diminution, that Reaſon gives 
duffrage to all the Parts of Chriſtianity ; He Af- 
rms that we cannot withhold our Aſſent, from 
thoſe things which We cannot Comprehend, with- 
out acting Contrary to Reaſon ; which aſſures us 
they are deliver'd by ſuch a Being, as cannot be 


2 Dodwell' Letter of Adv. p. 132, 133. and p. 182. b See Mr. 
i Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. 
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Deceived 
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Deceived, and will not Impoſe upon, or Deceiy 
his Creatures. W | 
- 1 ſhall only farther add on this Particular, the 
Words of the Judicious * Author of Ecclefraſtical 
Polity , towards the End of his Firſt Book; the 
Scripture, ſays he, is fraught with Laws of Nature, 
inſomuch that Gratian defining Natural Right, 
Termeth Natural Right, That which the Books 
of the Law and Goſpel do contain ; Neither is it 
yain that the Scripture aboundeth with ſo great 
Store of Laws in this kind; For they are either 
ſuch as we of our ſelves could not eaſily have found 
out, and then the Benefit is not ſmall, to haye 
them readily ſet down to our hands; or it they be 
ſo Clear and Manifeſt, that no Man indued with 
Reaſon, can lightly be ignorant of them, yet the 
Spirit borrowing them from the School of Nature, 
as ſerving to prove Things leſs manifeſt , the ve 
ry applying them to Caſes Particular, is not with: 
out ſingular Uſe and Profit. And be they plain 
or obſcure, the Evidence of Gods own Teſtimony al 
ded unto the Natural Aſcent of Reaſon, concerning the 
Certainty of them, doth 'not a little comfort, and 
Confirm the ſame. _ 

But. Secondly, The Cardinal Duties injoined us 
in the Chriſtian Law, relating to God or Man, 


a Whoever ſays we muſt renounce reaſon to believe Religion, bea 
ir, for as ſoon as we Jay aſide Reaſon we can apprehend nothing of K+ 
velation, &c. A man muſt not part with his Reaſon or ſtifle its Lig 
to perceive the Beauty of Chriſtianity : Such a method ſeems tobe il 
. infallible way ofeſtabliſhing all manner of Errors: on the contra the 
better a man reaſons, the more he']I be convinced of the Truth of thy 
Chriſtian Religion. Reaſon and Revelation never quarrel with one . 
other; and if we lee the contrary in School Divinity, tis becauſe 8M 
they call Reaſon or Revelation, is often a mere Phantom ſubſticuted 8 
their room. L. Cler. concerning the Cauſes of unbelief; B. 2. Ca., 
b Footer I. I. g. 12. of Ecc. Pol. and the Beginning. of his Diſcuaſe # 


3 car 


carry Nothing of Difficulty along with them, but 
give a rational Pleaſure, Joy, and Satisfaction. 

When the Phariſee either for his own Inſtructi- 
on, or a Proof of our Saviours Knowledge, ask d 
him which was the Firſt and great Commandment, 


by a direct Anſwer, and giving the Preference to 
any one Precept, but declares to him the End of 
all Religion, and the Two Hinges on which all 
the Laws of God were hung, and turned, Piety and 
charity; Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, 
and thy Neighbour ' as thy Self, on theſe two Commana- 
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets. All the 
Righteouſneſs we are injoined in order to our fu- 
ture Happineſs, is included in this breif Sum of our 
Duty, the Love of God and our Neighbour, Now 
what more eaſie task could the Founder of any 
Religion have ſet his Followers, than ſuch as This, 
which they could not but Voluntarily have cho- 
len, ſuppoſe it had never been injoyned. For 


has all Excellency and Perfection, and is in its own 
Nature moſt Amiable; To Love, to Praiſe, to Mag- 
Nie, to Adore, That gracious and merciful God: who 
math given to us Life, and Breath, and all Things: 
o Love, to Praiſe, to Magnifie,'to Adore, That gra- 


10 ous and merciful. God, by whom we are not only 
Uh rartully and wonderfully. made, and. continually 


1eſery d, but what is a much greater Obligation to 
ee him, by whom we are Redeemed, we are 
ed, and Reſtored to that Happineſs, we 
Md forfeited and loſt; To Love, to Praiſe, to 


— — 


& — — 


a Levis labor omnis amanti. 
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our Saviour thought not fit to ſatisfy his Inquiry 


to*loye that Divine and Infinite Object, which 


C Magnify, 


— ——— — — ͥ ́ A. — — — — * 
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Magnify, to Adore ſuch a Saviour and mighty De. 
| liverer, and in Subordination to him, to love our 
Neighbour, to aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of our 
Power; if hungry to feed, if naked to cloath, if 
ſick to viſit, and by this to free our Selves as 
well as Him, from the pain we were under to be- 
hold him in Want, in Miſery, and Diſtreſs; what 
Pleaſure. and Recreation, rather than Servitude is | 


this! How do ſuch expreflions of Love, naturally 
beget ſuitable Returns! How can a Creature endoy- 
ed with Reaſon, or fenfible of Favours, ever ceaſe 


from loving, without the leaſt Hypocriſy, with- a 
out any Competition from the things of this : 
World, and the greateſt Ardency, That Wiſdom 

That Mercy, That Goodnefs, which has thus made MI * 
his Intereſt his Duty, commanded Pleaſure as his ” 
Service, and :nfoined what Nature and Gratitude c, 
prompted him to, as the ſumm of his Obedience lu 
What is natural muſt be pleaſant, what cauſes Plex li 
fare can never be uneaſy, what produces delight 

cannot be thought dards femme a0 b heavy, For ne- the 
ture s poſtures are alway eaſy: Tis only putting f te 
the whicels in the motion they were contrived fn ola 


and going juſt as we were made. Mi 
This foy and Love the Royal Pſabnif felt, an 
declares with a deep, a ſerious: and affectiommff, © 
Thoughtfulneſs, when he had throwir off the Bur — 
den of his Sins, which mere too heavy for him to ben a 
Thy Statutes are righteous O Lord; more dür - | | 
than gold, Thy Teſtimonies are the Joy of my hrart he1 
Neither are the Duties which are RoJocible "a 
theſe two, the Duries contained in each Table, 


thoſe in our Saviour's Divine Diſcourſe on f i 
Mount, which make and adorn the Chriltug. 9 


Life, leſs plain and cafie; and the practice of the! 
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is highly beneficial, ſuppoſing there was no Life 
For Meekneſs and Humility, a Gentleneſs of 
Spirit vot to be diſturbed by Provocations, and a 
Lowlineſs of Mind, eſteeming others better than 
our ſelves, are there in the firſt place recommend- 
ed; Virtues which every one has it in his own 
Breaſt as eaſily to make Choice of, as well as our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf; and which have a Natural 
Tendency to promote Peace and Comfort. 

As the Government of our Paſſions, and preſery- 
ing Purity and Holineſs both in Body and Soul, 
carry us to a nearer Reſemblance and Image of 
Cod; So to be content with ſuch things as we have, 
with a patient Reſignation to his Providence , 
makes all the Changes and Conditions of Life ſet 
ealy, puts all Difficulties and Misfortunes out of 
Countenance; and we have the promiſe of infinite 
Juſtice and Goodnels, that our being ſatisfied with 
little ſhall qualify us for more. | 


As the denyal of our ſelves is render d eaſy by 


the thoughts on the rewards of another Life ; So 


the not avenging our ſelves, but rather giving 
place unto Wrath, not only ſhows a Greatneſs of 
Mind, by creating in us à Calmneſs of Spirit, but in 
ſome meaſure, anticipates the Joy of a future State. 


As the rendering to every man his due, is ap- 


proved by our Conſcience, and makes all ſafe 
without us; ſo a ſincere Repentance and ſorrow 
for fin, is what alone can recollect, unite, and fix 
the Powers of our diſtracted Souls, and with a ſpi- 
ritual Joy and Complacency reinſtate us in the Fa- 


our of God. 


In ſhort, To be ſubject to Superiours, obliging 
o Equals, condeſcending. to men of low Eſtate, 
C 2 to 
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to love and honour all men, to pity ignorance, to 
contemn Malice, to be above injuries, to be affectio- 
nate one towards another, when reviled to bleſ, 
when evil ſpoken of to rejoice, when ſcorn d and re. 
— to overcome evil with good, to do all to the 
raiſe and Glory of God, to govern our ſelves by 
a perfect Rule of Faith and Manners, and to be Ml ? 
as Happy as we can, are the only ſevere and into- g 
lerable Precepts, which our Saviour has deliver d. E 
I ſhall not inſiſt on this, That we have our $:- MW 0 
viours Example as well as Command, to render the No 
Performance of our duty eaſie; That what he has 
taught, he praCtiſed ; what he has commanded u 
to bear, he has firſt taken upon himſelf; He fal. 
ed, he prayed, he loved, he forgave, he dyed, 

and for thoſe who were his Enemies. | 
I ſhall not inſiſt on the Beauty of Virtue and 
Religion, and the Deformity of Sin and Vice; 
That the Religious perſon is free from care, not 
elate in Proſperity, content in Adverſity, and quiet 
at all times: The Profane and Irreligious is alway 
diſtracted between hope and fear, ever diſſatish- 
ed, never at peace with his God, his Neighbour, ot 
himſelf: That the Religious perſon has a ſure for- 
treſs, and is conducted Safe through the Storms able 
and Tempeſts of this world; The Irreligious and ___ 
man Föid of Piety has no where to fix, and meet . 
with daily Diſappointments: That the Religiow » 

perſon 18alway, like the God he adores, one 
the ſame: That the Profane and Irreligious war 
ders in as many and different Ways, as there ate 
Errors in the World: In ſhort, That Religion lik 


— 


— — 1 wt 


* 


a Forma cen Facies Honeſti ſi oculis cetheretur, mirabiles ( ut at Plz 
to) amores excitaret. Cic. De Offic. Lib. 1. ; 
Phyſch 


Phyſick rightly: applyed, works a Cure and faves 
Mankind, and that Vice and Irreligion as certain- 
ly poiſon, load Men with Diſeaſes, and at laſt will 
fink them in Eternal Death and Ruin. 


Thirdly, If we make a Compariſon between the 
Precepts of our Saviour, and thoſe of other Law- 
givers, we ſhall find that the Goſpel as of greater 
Excellency and Perfection, than all other Religi- 
ons that ever appeard in the world, ſo the Duties 
of it are more Eaſie, more Pleaſant, more Delightful. 

Chriſtianity does not ſuffer any kind of Vice, but 
ſtrictly requires that whoever makes Profeſſion 
of it, ſhould act, live, and be indeed, what he pro- 
feſſes himſelf, and not reſt content with the bare 
name of a Chriſtian. By the Chriſtian Inſtitution, 
Theft, Murder, Intemperance, and ſuch like, ſtand 
every where condemned; whereas all other Sy- 
tems of Laws impoſed by men, allow or recom- 
mend ſome one or more of theſe fins. Some 
thought * Rapine and Injuſtice no Crimes: Others 
approved of Homicide; and a third of Adultery ; 

eno and Chryfppus (As Diogenes Laertiur obſer ves 
of them) held Self Murder lawful and Reaſon- 
able; The Wiſeſt men in the Heathen world, 


— — 


2 Th Nui. Arrianu Lib, III. cap. 7. NA,] xc. Laert. in E. 


pero Lib, X. ſeg. 15 1. 
2 Siquis ſinus abditus ultra, 
Siqua foret tellus fuly um quæ mitteret aurum, 
Hoſtis erat. Perron. 
overs ard, be \ 
Tois EmupnaTeys N= e , tar, 
baun T' a ene iet hade Brations, Eurip. Androm. Vide Polys 
wn Hiſt, 3+ & Florum Lib. 3. cap. 9, Plutarchum Catone.  Thucydidem de- 
” arg 1. Oi 3 Exams irog morn cis dei &c. Vide Atheneum, La- 
um, Laertium, & Tertull. pol. c. g. | 


thought 
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thought Revenge reconcilable with the ſtricteſt 
Religion and Piety, affirming it to be Natur qu. 
1 ſhall only give three ſhort Inſtances out of the 
moſt celebrated Moral:ſts, to ſhew what vaſtly dif 
terent Opinions they had of Virtue and Vice, fror 
thoſe who judge of them by the Law of Chriſt 
how they called Evil Good, and Good Evil, pit 
Light for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs for Light. Cicm 
at the end of his third Book De Natura Deorum ex 
preisly aſſerts, that we are not indebted to God fot 
the leaſt Virtue; Vartutem nemo acceptam Deo retult 
propter Virtutem enim jure laudamur, quod non contin 
_ geret fi donum a Deo, non & Nobu haberemus ; Where 
as tis as much owing to God that we Think, Speal 
or Act aright, and that every Action of our Live 
is not a ſin, as Sounds and Harmony are owing tt 
the Hand which Touch the Inſtrument. Plutarch 
the Life of Lycurgus, mentions this Law for Mut 
der, To d D, ei wp ebm ein, & pupae The 
iber, ei d d Y ape fen, d mr iron as mig h 
vets Arro t , mr ape O pd rimy., And laſtly, | 
after he had urged his other Rules for procuring 
Tranquility of Mind, concludes thus in Fayouro 
Intemperance and Debauchery; Solon , Arcejus 
and Cato, ſays he, were intemperate, and Intemps 
rance ſhall ſooner be thought a Virtue than ( 
» Vitious; and then adds, Nonnunquam uſque ad* Ebru 
De Aiſle ad Nicomach. IV. A. 38 bx K 801 r, K 
bes 2 de — 5 — N e 
Odi hominem & odero : utinam ulciſci poſſem. Cic. ad Atom. 5 
ulciſcar facinora ſingula, quemadmodum à quibuſque ſum provocat 
Idem In Amonium. b Vide inſuper Terentii Hecyram. Et Julin 


Apolog. 2do. 
c oba, n Minh Ye Tein d. 
9 Or vv b | — o aAν-as ' . 
g Oives T6 xaęiuvr. {449 066 mar nr ads. ' 3 
Antiphanes Poeta imagine atborum ad hanc tem. utitut, quæ ju 
enta aſſitæ, & ſemper icrigatz, optime creſcunt. a 
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item veniendum, eluit enim curns, & ab imo Animum - 
. wet, triſtis Sobrivtas removenda, non poteſt Grande 
11% ni Mota Mens. Tuns vulgaria & le, contem- 
ut, inſtinct uus ſocro furgit extelfror, tunc dimum ali- 
qud canit grandius ore mortali. Nom poteſt ſublime 
uam & in ardus poſitum contingere, quamdiu apad 
701. deſciſcat, oportet, à Salito, & efferathr, & Mor- 


teat Frenos, & Rettorem guat Juum, 1 * -g * 
ſc tmuiſtet 
ts of their moſt 


| afcendere.. ' 

And if theſe were the Precep 
aalced Spirits, and whoſe Minds were raiſed a- 
dove the common Sort, how great muſt be the 
Darkneſs of the ordinary perſons, among whom 
Evil Spirits, Things Inanimate, Diſeafes} Infirmi- 
ties, and the Enemy of our Happineſs the Devil 
bimſelf, is Deifyesend Adored? What an intolera- 
Ne Yoke muſt it be, where the Votary is of more 
| Worth, than that to which he pays his Devotions; 
"WV here the Perſon the more Religious he is, becomes 
ihe more Miſerable ; inſtead of having his Nature 
iſed, is Croſhed beneath the condition of the 
Brutes which periſh. This doubtleſs is ſuch an in- 
opportable ſervice, as the very Thoughts only, 
ithout ſubmitting to it, cannot but terrify, and 
ſtucb the Eaſe and GE of ny conſiderate 
Thinking Being. 5 
It from this Darkneſs o dhe Heathen World, we 
ne the Light afforded the Fewiſh Nation, God's 
culiar People, that too grows faint in 
on with the glorious Light of the Goſpel; and 
*DiſtinQion of Days, er . 1 


Lad 


et 
— — — — — _— — G_ 


a CONTI 1 21 ire 7 INE role 
Winn; ropes, 6 in d re denk vai ug. A av (uveye rut ah,“, 
e See Feb. 7. 19. 23. and. 6.2 Tim, 1. 1. 
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Divorce, innumerable : Rites, and Sacrifices which 
could never take away Sin, make that a heavy 
Yoke and Performance; To no purpoſe were ſuch 
Oblations, they were tireſome and an aboming- 
tion to that God, which required a Payment of 
Vows, Thankſgiving, a broken and contrite Heart, 
to be--worſhipd in Spirit and in Truth; 7; Ml { 
come and bow before him with thouſands of Rams, and fl c 
ten thouſand Rivers of Oyl, to give the firſt bom 
For Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of the body, for the Sin ( 
of the Soul was not available; He hath ſhowed The 
Oman what ts good, he hath plainly:made known, 
ſuch eaſy Duties as Chriſtianity has commanded; 
22 77 _ does P Lord require more, but that Wi o 
| Fuſtly, that We ſhould love Mercy, and that Wl tc 
Fe hed ml hund FD God. 21 Mo 
The Religion of Mabomet, who! conſcious of 


the Unreaſonableneſs of his Inſtitution, as ſtrict G 
forbids its Profeſſors to ſearch into it, as the C 
Church of Rome does the Reading the Scriptures, MW At 
can no way be Compared with that of Chriſt; The 
Purity, Holineſs, and Sublimity of whoſe Do i to 
ctrines, challenge as great a Superiority over i, IO g11 
as it's Bleſſed Author, The power of God, and the i ing 
Wiſdom of God, does over an Infirm, Weak, and I ott 
* Debauched Creature. For That permits the great Ji im 
eſt Indecencies, and Luxury; Whereas Chriſta. I wh 
nity requires Holineſs as a Neceſſary Condition o Inj 
being Happy. That's wholy taken up in the Ex I pec 


ternals of Worſhip, and in Things in; themlelve I is < 
Indifferent; This requires Truth in the Jowari 


a Mahumetes, late ſparſz Religionis Auctor, projectus ad Iibidinen c 
per omnem vitam, ne à ſuis quidem negatur. Inquit Grotiws. þ Co ent 
autem Deorum eſt optimus, idemque caſtiſſimus atque ſanctiſſimus] 4 bau 
niſſimuſque Pietatis, ut eos ſemper pura, integra, incorrupta & mente 
voce veneremur. Cic. de Nat. Derr. | N Parts 
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b Parts, clean Hands and a pure Heart, which hath 
ot lift up it ſelf unto Vanity, and is imployed a- 
ch bout what only is Valuable in us, what is Spiritual, 
and what is Immortal. 5 


Having thus ſet forth the Excellency of the Go- 
ſpel, and the Eaſe of the Yoke of Chriſt, I pro- 
ceed in the, = | 9% 

Third and laſt place to Evince,that the Burden of 
Chriſt is light; by removing ſome Objections, which 
are uſually made againſt the taking up the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and Walking ſo as becomes the Goſpel. 

1 ſhall conſider only ſuch Objections as relate to 
our Practice; having before obſerved, in reſpect 
to our Belief, That it can never be an Impoſition 
on our Underſtandings, To believe what we have 
of MW Reaſon to believe; and that the Teſtimony of 
tly W God, ought to be of more Force to cauſe in us a 
the WI Certainty of what we Believe, than the. plaineſt 
es, Argument and Demonſtration. 8 
he And firſt, the very Words a Yoke and Eaſe, ſeem 
Jo: to differ as much as Pain and Pleaſure ; the Firſt 
1, giving a Check to our deſires, the Latter promiſ- 
the ing us freedom: The one ſeems to reſtrain, The 
nd other to inlarge our Liberty; for a Yoke ever 
at: implies Labour and Vexation, and conſequently 
ba. vhoe ver ſtoops to it, muſt bid adieu to Eaſe and 
of WW 1njoyment, and as long as it continues on him, ex- 
EY pect to be Miſerable. A Burden of whatever kind 
eis clogging, and hinders a man in the Purſuit of 
ar vhat would give him Delight, and therefore muſt 
either be thrown off, or the Perſon become in- 
. {enfible, unable to reliſh the refined Pleaſures, De- 
L bauchery, and Senſuality of a Gentleman, and by 
degrees grow as heavy and ſtupid, as the Load he 

Urs under 0 | D | Be- 
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\ Beſides, our Saviour in the 7th Chapter of st 
Matthew's Goſpel , where he lays down the two 
Ultimate Ends of all mens actions, Everlaſting W 
Miſery , or Eternal Happineſs ; and the differen;  : 
Ways which lead to each; deſcribes the Paſſage to 
Life and Glory in ſuch a Manner, to be ſo Clok Ml! 
and Narrow, as that there are but Few of ſuch ; Ml: 
Size, as are able to preſs through it, becauſe ſtraits t 
the Gate, and narrow i the Way, which leadeth uns I 
Life, and few there be which find it; Few ſo diſcern. Ml tc 
ing as to find it out, fewer ſo reſolute as to con- 
tinue walking in it, till they come to that End, 
where they ſhould reſt from all their Labours, 
Jo this as a farther Objection, may be added, 
what the Scriptures in ſeveral other Places affirm, 
That thoſe who enter upon a Courſe of that Reli- 
| gion our Saviour inftituted, muſt look for no bet- 
| ter Treatment than the bleſſed Author of it; The 
Servant, cannot expect to be above his Lord, tu enow) 
if he be as hu Maſter: If they have perſecuted Mc, 
ſays our Saviour, they will perſecute You alſo; If he 
was made perfect through Sufferings, his Diſciples 


muſt not expect to become like Him, by an Ex I. 
emption from them; And Laſtly, to be Victorious - : 


to overcome and take of the Tree of Lite, the 
| muſt imitate him, who indured ſuch Contradictiot 
' of Sinners againſt himſelf, 

| Tis likewiſe required as a Condition of becom 
| ing a Chriſtian, and has been found Experimen 
| rally true, that all who will live Godly mult Su 
| 


fer, and take up their Croſs daily; That whoſorung* th 
will ſave his Life muſt loſe it; That, he who hates ui "ph 
ut cc 


his Father and Mother, and his own Life, cannut | 
| Chriſt's Diſciple; And is not worthy the Rewatd 
| he intendsto beſtow upon ſuch at the laſt. The 


— o 
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Theſe together with the Auſterities of Faſtings 
oft, Repentance, Subjecting our Paſſions, Abſti- 
nence and Self. denyal, an Univerſal Benevolence, 
and that Grand Objection, the Command to Love 
eren a Doubling, Tricking, Prevaricating Ene- 
my, are what is moſt Shocking in our Religion; 
and the moſt Material Objections, which are uſed 


; toeſtabliſh the Reverſe of the Text; and to prove, 
„That we muſt through much Tribulation enter in- 
„s che Kingdom of God; that the Wicked are 
„ lvay conſpiring againſt the Juſt, to render his 
Lite uneaſy ; For he was made to reprove their 

'{WThoughts, he is greivous unto them to be hold; be- 
4 Wcuſe his Life is not like other Mens, his Ways 

te of another Faſhion; he maketh his Boaſt that 


God is his Father, Therefore, they ſay, Let us ſee 
ifhis Words be true, Let us examine him with De- 
He pitefulneſs and Torture, that we may know his 
wb eckneſs and prove his Patience; Let us condemn 
Wm with a ſhameful Death, for by his own ſay- 
hens) be ſhall be reſpected. - | 


In anſwer to the firſt of theſe Objections, it may 
be ſufficient to reply; That tis a wrong Notion 
if Liberty, which is placed in a Freedom from all 
Laws,and a Reſtraint even from Vice; For as where 
gere is no Law, there can be no Tranſgreſſion; 
dwhere no Law is, there can be no Liberty; Men 
would be Slaves not only to the Paſſions of others, 
ut by uſing Liberty as an Occaſion to the Fleſh, 
co the greateſt Slaves to their own impetuous 
u ults and Deſires. Mankind would then act with- 
r controul : every Man's hand would be lifted 
ard? againſt his Neighbour : Juſtice, Equity, Tempe- 
ance, and Sobriety would be baniſh'd out of the 
"hel D 2 World : 
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World: Inſtead of a real Liberty they would uf 
Licentiouſneſs: Inſtead of living Free, they would 
take ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience, as to huddle 
and confound things Sacred and Profane; Turn 
Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; 
Deſpiſe, Violate, and Trample upon all Right, and 
baniſh Virtue out of the World. But then Chri- 
ſtianity ſecures from all theſe Inconveniences, and 
yet is a perfect Law of Liberty: It gives Liberty 
in all it injoines: It gives Liberty by compal- Ml 
ſionating the Infirmities of Mankind: It gives Li. I 

7 

0 


berty to all Conditions of Life, to Governments, 
and Societies: Such a Liberty, as every Wiſe man o 
would make choice of, and is condemn'd by none l 
but Madmen or Fools: Such a Liberty, as the Spi- p 
rits of Juſt men made perfect are poſſeſs d of: WM = 
Such a Liberty, as Angels a Superior Order of Be. t! 
ings, which are free and unconfined as Air, con- d. 
tinually enjoy: Laſtly, ſuch a Liberty, as * E 
himſelf enjoyes, who has tyed himſelf up to the & 
Eternal Rules of Truth and Juſtice, and cannot do 
what is Evil, what is repugnant to his Divine Ne 
ture and Attribates, | 
As to the ſecond Objection from the ſeventi 
Chapter of St Matthew's Goſpel, * br. n0auwn 
adds, That the Way to Life is Narrow, or as it ma} 
be render d, Preſſing and Aflicting: And as to the 
other Texts of Scripture; Tis to be obſerved, 


—— — 
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that when our Saviour obviates thoſe Temptati- 
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\ 


ons, his Diſciples might have to neglect, the Rules 


he gave them ; he only affirms, That thoſe who 


would approve and practice his Law, ſuch were 


the Corruptions of Human Nature, would be but 


Few in Compariſon of thoſe, who gave themſelves 
upto their own Vicious Inclinations. And that 
it thoſe who were of the World, hated his Fol- 
lowers, 'twas becauſe their Diſpoſitions and Tem- 
pers were oppoſite. He no where affirms that the 
Doctrines were difficult in themſelves, or to ſuch 
whoſe minds were prepared to receive them, but 
only to thoſe, who were carnal, natural, and not 
led by the Spirit. He therefore charges his Diſci- 
ples not to be offended or ſcandalized, when ſuch 
4 purſued no other Studies, but ſuch as related to 
this Life, ſhould hate and abhor them, and be rea- 
dy to perſecute them, and do them all manner of 
Evil, "Twas their Duty to conſider, That this 
Kum and Refuſe of Men, hated him their Lord, 
before it hated them; That 'twas the product of 
Ignorance, Malice, or both, becauſe they were the 
Objects of his Love, and were choſen out of the 
World, and therefore the World hated them. They 
ought to glory, That they were purifyed, refined, 
and made acceptable in the Furnace of AMiction 
That they had the Honour to be dealt with as 
Sons; that by their ſuffering with Him, they might 
at laſt Reign with him, and be glorified together. 
What is preſs d from Experience, That all thoſe 
vho will live Godly, muſt ſuffer Ferſecution; That, 
indeed was too often verified, in the Firſt Ages of 
the Chriſtian Church; But now it hath pleaſed 
God to advance his Church above thoſe Primitive 
dtreights, and to incorporate the Concerns of Re- 
5 ligion 
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dinance of Heaven, and cannot eſcape the Judg Nn. 


ligion with thoſe of Government, ſuch ſevere and 
extraordinary Methods which ſeem d neceſſary 
for it's firſt Settlement, are not requiſite for it; 
Continuance when once Eftabliſh'd. This Parti. rt 
cular, Reformed Church eſpecially, has reaſon to Mic 
bleſs God, that it has not been toſs d with ſuch Tem- 

peſts, or made afraid with ſuch Storms; If we on. 


| ly except the imminent Danger from ſome Falj 


Brethren, who from the Height of Spiritual Pride, and 
Suffictency, pronounced all it s Members Accurſed, Ex. 
communicate, and their very Prayers turn d into Sin: 
If we only except the Once Actual, and at other 
times the imminent Danger from a Superſtitions, 
Idolatrous, Perſecuting Religions breaking in up- 
on it, had not God looked down from Heaven, 
beheld, viſited, and protected this Vine, which hi 
own Right Hand had Planted. c 

All the Difficulties, (If they may be called ſuch) Or 
which now Preſs upon thoſe, who are Members con 
of this pure Branch of Chriſt's Church, eſpecially 
Thoſe who wait at the Altar, are only To qui in 
themſelves ike Men and be Strong, and not to be guid 
ed by Humour or Party, but Truth and Honeſty: Watt: 
If they have once bound their Souls with an Oath Way 
to the Supreme Power, and which they know, not Nu 
to be Conditionally Obligatory, not then throug Ih 
Intereſt or Irreligion to recede from it: Not t 
Oppoſe the Mitre to, or Exalt it above the Crow", 
or turn the Sword upon the Perſon of Him to whom Wnot 
God has committed the Power of it: Not to be feſl 
Confederate againſt him with Hand or Heart, whe WW _ 
they Profeſs it at the ſame time as their Princo. 
ple, That thoſe who do ſuch ** reſiſt the Or- Ni 


ment of God. All the Difficulties are, only to 7 


— — w—_ i 
—̃ rr ern” * 


—_— — 
ä v — 


— © — — —„— 


V Hartlebury in Worcefter-ſhire. 31 
nd Mare to be conſiſtent, and never to be quoted a- 
ry Meinſt themſelves : To be fixed in Principles, Uni- 
ts orm in Practice: Not to approve and diſapprove a 
ti: Thing at the ſame time, or run from one Contra- 
toWricty to another: Not at Every Turn, to throw 
m-Mby their former Reſolutions, as Travelers do their 
Cloaths, which are no longer faſhionable, and take 
others which ſuit better with their preſent Occa- 
ſons; Or to ſuffer thoſe few years which produce 
an Alteration in their Bodies to change their 
n: Minds: Not, on the one hand, To fire that World 
which they were ſent by Preaching but to Warm, 
vor on the other, By Aſſerting Chriſt s Kingdom not 
f :24 World, Thereby to Overturn, and Confound 
ll Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Decency, and Order: If 
a Great Man bids them go from their Duty, their 
Religion, their God, and he'll promote them to 
reat Honour, Not to go: If Intereſt bids them 
come, When 'tis againſt * Honour and Conſcience, 
Not to Come: And if the great Enemy of Man- 
kind intice them for Worldly Conſiderations, to 
al'down and Worſhip him, Not to do it: Not to 
attempt any Reformation of a Reformation, or make 
any Steps and Approaches towards Rome or Ge- 
ot Neva, but utt#rly to abhor it, for tis an accurſed Thing: 
on WThey muſt not be Honeſt by Chance, or Religt- 
o Nous by Fits: They muſt not owe their Religion, 
m s ſome Men do their Honour, to their Birth and 
on Wot their Underſtanding: They muſt make Pro- 
ſeſſon of it, becauſe tis a Reaſonable Service, and 
a The Fathers of our Church ſtrictly obſerved this Rule, in the Reign 
- 1 ou hs Second. Andes ſay, That they 4 over he HO 
9 e, e ſame time t e ing K. 1 an 1 
„ % de: I. the ur Wardy Jae: rden, cam 
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not becauſe, Tis Profitable for all Things: They muſt 
not Uſe their Religion as 6 did his Rod, while 
it continued a Rod, he uſed it familiarly, but 
when it became a Serpent he fled from it: Ju 
ſhort, They muſt not ſtep aſide into the ay 

Evil Men, Winnow with every Wind, or be unſtable n 
their Wayes: They muſt not truckle and comply 
with the Propoſals of Such, as would have then 
let go their Integrity; Or make the weak, the Sottiſ 
Choice of thoſe, who had rather be mean and lit. 
tle in their Actions than in their Fortunes, 


I ſhall here give in ſhort, the Charadtery/ of 
Worldly Wiſe Man: And of one, Who u Wiſe for Hin- 
felf, by being a True Member of our Eftabliſpe 
Church. The former as drawn by a great Hiſtoria 
and Stateſman, and the latter, by a Learn d and} 
| _ Prelate, The words of the firſt, are as fol 
"HOOD po 

e worldly wiſe. man knows, that there is no 
© other inferior or apparent Cauſe, why ſo many 
«Worthy and Wiſe: men, depend upon fo many 
c“ unworthy, empty, external Men, without Ker. 
ce nele and why ſo many Learned, Virtuous, and 
Valiant men, wear out their Lives in dejectel 
Eſtates; beſide the Partiality of Man's affection, 
ce and the faſnioning or not faſhioning themlelyss 
« according to the nature of the Times. He knows 
ce That he who is moſt able, and beſt ſufficient do 
ce diſcern, and hath withal an honeſt and opel 
« Heart, and loving Truth, ſince Princes indure 
« no other diſcourſe than their own Flatteries, [hal 
Eever more hang under the Wheel. He Knol 
« That whoſoever ſhall tell any Great Man or Me- 
ce giſtrate that he is not Juſt : The General 2 ” 
2911 ' 
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Army, that he is not Valiant; and Great La- 
« 4;es, that they are not fair ; ſhall never be made 
«a Counſeller, a Captain, or a Courtier. He knows, 
«ris not ſufficient to be Wiſe with a Wiſe Prince, 
a Valiant with a Valiant, and Juſt with him that is 
«uſt ; but he muſt alſo change with the Succeſ- 
«for, if he be of contrary Qualities ; Sail with the 
Tyde of the Time; and alter Form and Condi- 
tion, as the Eſtate or Eſtates Maſter changeth. 
That ſo by a counterfeit-kind of Wondering at 
bother Men, and making them believe, That all 
their Vices are Virtues, and all their duſty 
« Actions Chriſtalline, he may attain Honour and 
«Riches, and proſper equally with the moſt Vir- 
©tuous, if not exceed them. He knows, I hat eve- 
ry Fool is won with his own Pride, and Others 
«flattering Applauſe : ſo as whoſoever willlive al- 
*together out of Himſelf, and ſtudy other Mens 
Humours, and obſerve them, ſhall never be Un- 
pol fortunate; and on the Contrary, He is ſatisfied, 
an That that Man, which prizeth Truth and Vir- 
n tue, (except the ſeaſon wherein he liveth be of 
Ne- all theſe; and of all ſorts of Goodneſs, fruitful 
aud © ſhall never Proſper by the Poſſeſſion or Profeſ- 
gell © lion thereof. He knows, That if Cicero had fol- 
noni {owed the Counſel of his Brother Nuintuf, he 
tre might have dyed the death of Nature, and been 
ons buryed with an undiſſevered Body. He knows 
toll chat to contend with his own Times, is to be the 
open Author of his own Miſery; and that beſt it were 
dure to follow the advice, which the Pope gave the 
dpa Biſhop of that Age, out of Ovid, while the Ari- 

_ 4 Hereſy raged: Dum furor in Curſu eſt, Currenti 
Mr 1 de furori; He in all things aims at Machiavel's 
fa % Marks to ſhoot 2 and C and 
| can 
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« can Hoyle and ſtrike his Sailes, as the diverſe Na- 
© tures of Calmes and Stormes require. 1 87 


The Character drawn by the latter, is in the fol. 
lowiag words % na fs) 
. «He is one cordially and conſcientiouſly Zea- 
« Jous for the Church, as eſtabliſhed by Law. He 
< [ayes the foundation of all that he Believes in 
«the Chriſtian Religion, in the Scriptures : Theſe MI 
«and theſe only are the Meaſures and Standard of 
&« his Faith. No great Names nor Shews of Au- 
© thority over awe him: He ſearches the Scriptures, 
te there he ſeeks and finds his Faith. 

He thinks that in Matters declared to be mdife- 
& rent, no Harm could follow on it, if ſome Regard 
« were had to the Scruples of thoſe. who divide 
c from us, in order to the fortifying the Whole, by 
c uniting us among our ſelves: But till that can be 
c done, He thinks a kind Deportment towards 
« Them ſoftens their Prejudices, and diſpoſes tbem ir 
&« hearken to the Reaſons which are offer d to them, with 
< all the Force poſſible, but without the aſperity 
« of Words, or a contemptuous Behaviour. 

He does indeed make a great Difference be- 
« tween Diſſenters and Papiſts : He confiders the 
« one as a Handful of People, not capable of do- 
«ing us much Miſchief, He has another and very 
« different Opinion of Popery : He conſiders that 
« Church not only with Relation to the many 
Opinions and Practices held by them, ſuch 3 
« Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, and the Worſſip- 
“ ing Saints and Images, and a great many more: 

« He is perſwaded that theſe are falſe and ill ground 
«ed, but he could eafily bear with them, as he 
« does with others errors: But he conſiders 5 
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«ery as a Conſpiracy againſt the Liberty and 
12 of Mankind ; ol G o engrols the 
« Wealth of the World into their own hands: and 
«to deſtroy all that ſtand in their way, fticking 
«t no Practice, how falſe, baſe, or cruel ſoever, 
«that can advance this. This is the true Ground 
Gf his Zeal againſt Popery, and indeed againſt 
deyery thing that has a Tendency that way. _ 
« The Pretending to an Independency of the 
Church on the State, is not only in his Opinion 
4 plain Attack made on the Supremacy veſted by 
Law in the Crown, and a caſting a Diſgrace 
on our Reformers, and on every Step made in 
*the Reformation, which are openly owned by 
the chief Promoters of this New Conceit: But it 
i a direct Oppoſition to the famed Place ſo much 
*ftretched by the ſame Perſons to ſerve other Pur- 
x you in the 13th to the Romans, Let every Soul 
* be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers; in which, all Sub- 
ljects are equally comprehended. The Laws of 
God are certainly of a Superiour Obligation to 
*any human Authority, but where theſe Laws are 
*filent, certainly all Subjects of what ſort ſoever, 
"are bound to obey the Laws of the Land where 
© they live. 249" 
„The raiſing the Power and Authority of Sa- 
*cred Functions beyond what is founded on clear 
Warrants in Scripture, is He thinks, the readieſt 
way to give the World ſuch a Jealouſy of them, 
*and ſuch an Averſion to them, as may make 
them loſe the Authority that they ought to have, 
*while they pretend to that, they have not. 
: He dares not Unchurch Al the Bodies of the 
: Proteſtants beyond Sea; nor deny to our Diſ- 
{enters at home, the federal rights common to 
E 2 * 
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A Chriſtians. He does not annul their Baptiſm 
© or think that they ought to be baptized again 
© in a more regular Manner, before they can be 
« accounted Chriſtians, ' He knows of no Power in 
« 2. Prieſt to pardon Sin, other than the declaring Ml © 
the Goſpel Pardon, upon the Conditions on . 
cc which it is offered. He knows of no Sacrifice in . 
«the Euchariſt, other than the Commemorating W*i 
«that on the Croſs, with the Oblation of the Pray- 
«ers, Praiſes, and Almſgiving, preſcribed in the “ 
« Office. He is far from Condemning Private WM* 
< Tudgment in Matters of Religion: This ſtrikes at t 
the root of the whole Reformation, which could er 
4 never have been compaſſed, if private Men have . 
«nota Right to judge for themſelves ; On the con- M*h 
<trary, he thinks every Man is bound to judge {Wt 
for himſelf, which indeed he ought to Fn in Ch 
© the fear of God, and with all Humility and Cau- Cb 
tion. He looks on all theſe Notions as ſteps to- 
« wards Popery ; Though he does not conclude, We: 
< that all thoſe who have made them, deſigned that 
«by ſo doing. un dend vi 
This is a ſhort account of the Church of England c 
mans Notions, with Relation to Matters of Re- th 
& ligion among us: As to our temporal Concerts, 
« he thinks all that Obedience and Submiſſion that 


< is ſettled by our Laws, to the Perſons of Ou Bi *: 
Princes, ought to be paid them for Conſcience fr. 
« ſake : But if a miſguided Prince ſhall take on hin I by 
«to diſſolve our Conſtitution, and to ſubject the I L. 
Laws to his Pleaſure, he thinks, that if God of. C 
« fers a Remedy, it is to be received with all Thank- ¶ his 
« fulneſs. For theſe Reaſons, He continues Faith- 

ce ful and True to the Settlement made; and to fl T 


* rhe Subſequent Settlements, He thinks there f 
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«full Power in the Legiſſaturs to ſettle the Crown, 
«and to ſecure the Natzens ; and fo takes che Oaths 
* wjoyned with a good Conſcience, and with fixed 
Reſolutions of adhering firmly to them, without 
a any other Views, but ſuch as the Laws and the 
Oaths purſuant to them do direct. He knows of 
«no unalterable or indefeaſible Right, but what is 
ſounded on the LaWWW”ßWu . 
«This is his fixed Principle; and he is the more 
eſxed in this, when he remembers, that a Prince 
"educated among us, and fingularly obliged by 
the Zeal our Church expreſſed for his advance- 
"ment to the Throne, upon which he made great 
Acknowledgments and Promiſes, and who by 
his Temper ſeemed as much inclin d to keep 
them, as his Religion could admit of; yet upon 
his Elevation did ſo entirely forget all this; that 
he ſeem d peculiarly ſharpened againſt thoſe , 
"who. of all others had the leaſt reaſon, to have 
expected it from him. W. Ji 
This was Notorious and Evident. What then 
can be imagined, but that Popery is till the ſame 
rue}, and bloody Conſpiracy againſt Proteſtants 
that it was. | | 
It bewrayes a monſtrous ignorance of the Prin- 
ciples and Maxims, as well as of the Hiſtory of 
Popery , to imagine that they can ever de 
from the deſign of extirpating Heretscks, ſettled 


'dyſo much Authority, held Sacred by 2 


Look, in the Opinion of an honeſt and true 
Church man, towards any Popiſh Prince, is to 
him, both Perjury and Treaſon. | 


Maur far that Learned Prelate; who was ſo 
roughly acquainted with our Conſtitution, both 
Church and State. The 
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The laft Objection I mentioned, was the Com. 
mand, to Love our Enemies. And this is no ſuch 
difficult Task, or Unnatural Precept, if we diftin- 

iſh, and make a difference between the * Man 
and his Vices. We are no where commanded to 
ſet our Affections upon, or to Love what is Evil; 
but then we muſt Honour, Reverence, and Loye 
the Image of God, where ever we find it; We 
mult always reſpect the Man, who is ſtill the Image 
though not the likeneſs of his Maker; but we 
can never have too high a Deteſtation of Injuſtice, 
Lying, Detraction, ShuMing, Prevarication, and 
all manner of Sin and Vice, which at long run be- 
come Conſtitutional, render Men juſt the Reverſe 
of their Saviour, and cauſe in them the Similitude 
of the Devil. N e. 

This is that Peculiar Command of our Saviour, 
the Prince of Peace, which carries Chriſtianity in- 
finitely beyond all other Inſtitutions; in ſo much, 
That Athenagoras challenged any Perſon, to ſhov 

the like, in all the Writings of the Philoſophers. 

And thus it appears from what has been ſaid, 
That nothing makes Religion difficult but Cot- 


— — 


a Multa in Zwphraze eminent; diſputat ſubtiliter, graviter, ornate, fr. 
| Ag etiam Platonicam illam ſublimitatem & latitudinem effiogit 
nullus horror in cultu, nulla triſtitia, multum ſeveritatis: renee 
ris occurſum non reformides. Vitæ ſanctitas ſumma, Comitas pat. ® 
ſeftatur Vitia non Homines: Nec caſtigat Erramos ſed emendas, Plin. Ert 
Lib. 1. Clementi ſuo. | 
Vide Max. Tyrium Diſſert. 2da. 
Our — is arp, 
Os Ti5 0 TAGS imignrry Bperar. Aen. : 
i, gers on 5) The c rlerras, in 5; cvſinci, ec, Marc. An: Lib ca. 
Tad 24TH» Tus ixus, ue wyanray T6 xaxo Nye, 
_ „ KATHY d N Kir, J T 4008, 5 dy pos, 2 . 
ven, & Th mi cb ε,rn̊ Ae, ru abgers ae9mocaas xal 0 
1, E #pyou — Strom, bot 4. P. 605. Edu. Potteriane. b Cot 
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cupt. Nature; Nothing renders the Way to Life 
ſtrait and unpaſſable but the ſwelling our Sins and 
Tranſgreſſions to too great a Bulk; Nothing makes 
it a Voke and Burden but Mens idle Fancy; their 
not taking it up aright at firſt, and with a willing 
Mind, their not letting it ſet cloſe and ſteady up- 
on them, when tis once on; their not fixing their 
Mind and Thoughts on the Wages and Gift of 
Eternal Life promiſed to thoſe, who with Pati- 
ence ſubmit to it and bear it ; their not conſidering 
the End of their Labour, that they muſt all in a 
ſhort time be changed, and lay theſe Yokes and 
Burdens down, that ths Corruptible muſt put on In- 
corruption, and this Mortal muſt put on Immortality, 
that the Sting of Death and Victory of the Grave 
ſhall be no more; our Yokes and Burdens ſhall be 
changed for Scepters and Crowns of Glory, Ho- 
or, WF nour, and Immortality; Viſion ſhall take place of 
n. our Faith, Fruition and Injoyment of our Ho 
ch, Wand thoſe ſhort Toiles and Afflictions which are 
ov dut for a Moment, work for us, Everlaſting Reſt 
., and Happineſs. | „Jute e 
aich Thus it appears that the Chriſtian Religion, is 
or. Religion that dares be underſtood ; a Religion 
dat offers it ſelf to the ſearch of the moſt Inqui- 
litive, to the Inſpection of the ſevereſt and. moſt. 
wakend * Reaſon: a Religion which being ſecure 


um-. 


a Were all who make a Shew of Religion in the World really ſuch as 
they pretend to be, diſcourſes on the Reaſonableneſs, Truth, and Ex- 
ellency of it, would be no more ſeaſonable than the commendations 

i a great Beawty to one who is already a paſſionate admirer of itz but 

in the contrary we ſee how common it is for Men firſt to throw dirs 
An In the face of Religion, and then perſwade themſelves it is its natural 

omplexion; they repreſent it to themſelves in a Shape leaſt pleaſing to 

dem, and then * a as a Plea why they give it no better Enter» 
nent, It may juſtly ſeem ſtrange, that true Religion , which con- 
| tains 


\ 


And whatever a Set of Lewd, Debauched, Athe- 
iſtical,  Freetbrnkng Apoſtates may imagine, Thatto I e: 
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and Conſcious of het ſubſtantial Truth, 1gy- 
cence, Purity, and Beauty, knows that for her to 
be ſeen and look d into, is to be imbraced and ad. 
mired ; as chere needs no greater, no more per- 
ſwaſive Argument for Men to be charm d with and 

dye the Light, than to ſee it. 
Thus it appears that the Practice of Religion 
and guiding our Lives by Rule, is ſo far from creat- 
ing Trouble, that the Chriſtian Faith is the only 
Pilot which can ſo guide our actions, as to pre- 
vent a general Shipwreck of thoſe ſublime, and Spi- 
ritual; Virtnes, Qualifications, and Graces, which 
can alone make us eaſy and Happy here, which 
can alone procure us Eaſe and Felicity hereafter. MW 8: 
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throw off all thoughts of Religion, and to caſtthis 


6 r 4 ai 4 1 ALLA. a * pl 
by, * a..." 7 — — * — 


o 


tains nothing in it but what is truely Noble and Generous, moſt ratimal 
and 1 to the Spitits of all good Men, ſhould yet ſuffer ſo much in 
its eſteem in the world, through thoſe ſtrange and uncouth VMM it 
is teptoſenſed under: Some accounting the Life and practice of if, 20 
ſpeaks ſubduing our Wills to the Vill of God (which is the Subſtance 
of all Religion ) a thing too low and mean for their rank and condition 
in the World, while others pretend a quarrel againſt the Principles ct 
it, as Untstis factory 10 nan Redſon: Thus Religion ſuffers with tht 
Authot of it between two Thieves, and it. is hard to define which is wol 
injurious to it, that which queſtions the Principles, or that which de 
ſpiſeth the Practice of ir. And nothing certainly will more incline men 
to believe that we live in an Age of Prodigjes,: thaw that there ſhouldbe 
any ſuch itrthe Chriſtian World who ſhould account it a piece of Go 
tili to deſpiſe Religion, and a piece of Reaſon to be Atheifts. Forif iber 
be any ſuch thing in tho World as a true height and Magnanimity of yu 
if there be any Reaſon and depth of Judgment, they are not only conliſtent 
with, but only attainable by a he, generons u__ Religion.  Biſbop 
Stllingfleet:: Orig. Scr. Twas the Charge of Julian againſt the 
Prichiure Chriſtians, zd, n 75 Tir on nᷣ i ie pics. The 
were gallet| in Contempt N. rue, though they had Demonſtration fo BY 
their Belicf:: [Reaſon for the Hope that was in them: though the Four: By © 
dation of their Faith ſtood ſure, and the Grounds of it were Evident a 
though the Object were Things Unſeen, 1 = ET 
134-7 MAI @ BY 1 \ 11 . Yoke 
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Yoke from them, to fear nothing, to hope far no- 
thing, to ſtifle the Nictates of Conſcience, and by 
going a continual Roynd in the Circle of Lux 
to indeavour to drive away the ſenſe of Duty, and 
to live without God in the World; however ſame 
Men may imagine ſuch a Courſe of Life, to be a 
State of Peace, Eaſe, and Pleaſure; yet after all, 
twill be found ineffectual, when there is but one 
Sober minute, the thoughts of the Poſſibility of an 
Almighty Being which ps able to kill or keep alive, 
to ſaye or to deftroy, will crowd in, and the Pit 
of Shivering and Diſtraction (as it did in Relſbax- 
zur) damp all their Mirth, and ferze them with the 
greater Violence, Their Countenance ſhall. be changed, 
their Thoughts troubled, the Fqznts of their Loins looſ- 
ed, and their Knees ſmate one againſt another. @ = 
Let Men ftudy and contrive as long as the 
pleaſe, 'twill after all be found moſt Certain, That 
there is a God whoſe Works are Truth, his Ways Jus 
ment, and that thoſe wha walk in Pride, he if able 
to abaſe: That he bas ſent his Son into the World, who 
bas inſtituted a Church upon Earth : That the Sons of 
Levi have not taken too much upon them, and that all 
the Congregation. is not equally holy. Let men ſtudy 
and contrive as long as they pleaſe, twill after all 
de found a certain Truth, That without Virtue 
and Religion, what we count the greateſt Bleſſings 
of Life, would prove the greateſt Curſe and Vexà- 
tion: without r and Religion it would 4 
next to impoſſib | to make the bitter Draught of 
Lit go dove, the * World would norbe worth 
ing in, 0 EY 


OR 
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Having thus repreſented the Weakneſs of thoſe 
Arguments, which ſome Men make uſe of, to 
prove Chriſtianity an uneaſy Courſe of Life, and 
that to become ſuch as it's Bleſſed Author, the Sons 
of. God, We muſt ceaſe to be Men; 1 ſhall now, 


In the Laſt place make a brief Reflection or two 
from what has been deliver d. 


2 Firſt, Is Chriſtianity a Reaſonable Service, are 
its Doctrines eaſy to be Believed, and profitable 
when Practiſed; Is it the only Sauce which can 
give a Taſte andReliſh to all inferior Things; are 
length of daies in its right hand, and in its left 
Riches and Honour; is the Obſervance of it accom- 
panied with Bleſſings Temporal and Spiritual; dos Mis 
it certainly deliver our Souls from all Trouble and Min 
Anxiety, and as certainly reſtore that Life, Vi- no 
gour, and Felicity loft by the Fallof our Firſt Pa- Aft 
rents: Let this prevail ſo far upon Us, as not to run 
counter to our Reaſon and Underftandings, or to 
Act beneath our ſelves. | 


Secondly, Let us not add Weight to this Yoke, 
through Pride, Conceit, or Enthuſiaſm, but take 
it up as tis deliver d to us from our Saviour, and 
his Apoſtles, in the Scriptures, as explained by the 
Fathers of the Primitive Church : Let us ſubmit our 
ſelves to it's Dominion and Power, by ſtriving to 
promote in all things God's Glory, and our on 
Salvation: Let no Man intrude into thoſe Things wh! 


be hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up by his fleſbly Mins 
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and with an Appearance of Learning, but Real Diſ- 
traction expound away thoſe Fundamental Do- 
Qrines, by the holding of which, as the Head, he 
can alone be Saved; TE DoCTRINE OF THE 
TxINITY, and the Gob HEAD OF OUR Sa- 
v10UR. Let us ſtedfaſtly Believe, that plain Re- 
relation God has made; ( not implicitly as a late 
Writer adviſes,) Let us do the Will of Chriſt, 
that we may know his Doctrine and Precepts to 
be of God and not of Man: And Let us truſt his 
Providence. 177 Ah 


Thirdly and laſtly, Chriſt himſelf has confirm d 
it to us, that if we take upon Us his Eaſy Yoke and 
Light Burden, and run with Patience the Race that 
1s ſet before Us, we ſhall enter into his Reſt, and 
ind Reft unto our Souls; than which there can- 
not be a greater Incouragement. A Reſt, from all- 
Afflictions which may incompaſs, may indanger, 
or may oppreſs Us: A Reſt, with Rings and Coun- 
alert of the Earth: and with Princes that had Gold, 
bo fill d their houſes with Silver : Where the Wicked 
zaſe from troubling, and where the Weary are at Eaſe : 

bere the Priſoners reſt together, and hear not the voice 
f the Oppreſior : Thoſe who dye the Death of the Rigbi- 
ur, and ſleep in Jeſus, both ſmall and great, ſball be 
lere; and there the Servant u free from Fs licher, In 
word, A Reſt as laſting as our Beings, and as large 

the utmoſt Stretch of our Wiſhes and Deſires. 


To Conclude, under this Yoke, this Dominion, 
is Law of the Son of God, the Everlaſting-Coun-. 
ller, the Prince of Peace, we ſhall be taught the 
The beſt Way for all the Sets of Chriſtianity is to be dlent, and to 


— what the Scri pture ſays, without troubling themſelves, whether 
it Teaches, agrees with the Light of Reaſon or No. B ayle's Di&. 


Path 
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| Wg raiſed: Happy in an even, temperate Fram 
and Diſpoſition ol e and NET, in 1 
Life : and when the Night of Death, and 
the Graye ſhall be over, the Morning of 0 
ſurrection. dawn, and the Son of R. W 0 
ſhine forth 1 in Power and great Glory, Hs py thet 
by receiving our Bodies, freed from all 1 : 
Infirmities, and Corruption, and made Spiritual 
Glorious, Heavenly; never again to be ſubjedte 
to Pain or Sorrow, Trouble or Wearineſs, whet 
'Sickneſs and Death mall be no more: a 
wiſe in all the Powers of our Mind and Soul; in th 
Clearneſs of our Knowledge, the Virtue of o 
Wills, the exact, the regular, the conſtant Moy: 
ment of our Affections, to what only is holy, wha 
is juſt, and what is good: Happy in being admitte 
into the Society of Juſt Men made perſect, in Cot 
verſing with Saints and Angels, whch the Gener 
Aſſembly of the Firſt born in Heaven, and vil 
Jeſus our Mediator and Redeemer : Hapjy inf 
ing God as he is, Face to Face, and alway Adoring 
Bleſſing, Praiſing his Divine Majeſty, hw eye a0 
Mercy which indure for ever. In ſhort, Ine 
bly Happy ſhall we be, in the Enjoyment of al . 
ſings 2 and Spiritual here; Vnconreives 
Happy in Eternal Peace, Joy, and Reſt hereafter. 


The Peace of God which — all Underſtanding keep Jo 
Hearts and Minds in N e ind Love of God, 11 
his Son jeſus Chri Td; And the Bleſſin of Gap 

| wighty, the Father th e the Holy Ghoſt, be an 

You, and remain int E as 
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